HOW SOUTH EAST
ASIA PUSHED
BACK AGAINST
THE PANDEMIC
As national responses to COVID-19 have varied
dramatically, so have the social and economic
repercussions. The success of nations like Laos,
Vietnam and Thailand compared to many
western nations has shown the power of lowtech, low-cost interventions. Here are some
of the factors that have kept them ahead.
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What they did
Jan 3
Thailand:
Begins screening airport
arrivals for fever

Jan 13
Thailand:
First case outside
of China recorded

Feb 13
Vietnam:
First local lockdown

Feb 22
Vietnam:
Border closure

March 16
Vietnam:
Masks mandated
in public

March 26
Thailand:
Border closure

March 30
Laos:
Border closure, national
lockdown and masks
mandated in public

April 1
Vietnam:
Strict nationwide
social distancing
implemented

April 4
Thailand:
Lockdown measures
introduced

Though most G7 nations have introduced
border closures and mask mandates, these
have faced challenges and uneven
public adherence.

Key strengths:

Laos
• Strong community information programs.
• Focus on universal compliance with health measures like
social distancing and mask wearing over mass testing.
• Dearth of large cities.
• Willingness to cancel April’s New Year water festival.

Vietnam
• Extremely proactive and selective in implementing
restrictions, including border closures and mask mandates.
• Maximised efficiency of testing facilities via pool testing,
combining multiple samples from a given household
into one test, performing individual tests only if a positive
result was found.
• Harnessed state media outlets, social media, direct
text messaging and even catchy songs to spread
health messages.
• Successfully harnessed nationalism to ensure
popular support for measures.

Thailand
• Relatively robust public health infrastructure.
• Utilised network of one million Village Health
volunteers to run contact tracing efforts.
• Strong cooperation from the public. Wearing
high quality masks became common in many
areas in 2019 due to poor air quality, so people
continued the habit.
• Past experience responding to major health
disasters, such as 2003 SARS outbreak and a
2016 MERS outbreak.
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With its economy traditionally heavily
dependent on its service sector, which
includes tourism, Laos is betting on
infrastructure megaprojects – large dams
and a China-Laos railway – to keep its
economy bubbling.

While Vietnam’s strong growth in manufacturing
has been powering much of its recent economic
growth, more and more nations are also offshoring
tech service roles to the nation.

Drops in tourism and trade mean Thailand
is weathering tougher economic storms
than many of its neighbours.

Curious about where the world
goes next? Hear leading thinkers
on geopolitics, possible pandemic
solutions and more at ANZ's Finance
& Treasury Forum 2020.
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